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Prisoners for Peace 


Since 1956, many pacifists and others around 
the world have been setting aside December 1 
as a day of recognition for those imprisoned for 
their conscientious objection to conscription. 
Many who are not pacifists realize the violation 
of religious freedom and civil rights in the im- 
prisonment of conscientious objectors to mili- 
tary service. 

The War Resister's International annually 
compiles a listing of imprisoned CO's and co- 
ordinates the Prisoners for Peace Day activities. 
A WRI release states that "France, which had 
become infamous for its harsh treatment of 
objectors, now confines its ‘cat and mouse’ 
imprisonment to a total of five years, but legis - 
lation granting some sort oflegal status to CO's 
is yet to be achieved, " 

"Yugoslavia," the report says, “has now 
become the chief offender because of sentences 
(sometimes repeated) of up to 15 years for re- 
fusal of military service, So far as is known, 
200 members of a religious sect known as the 
Nazarenes are currently imprisoned, " 

In New York, a December lstdemonstration 
is planned at the United Nations Headquarters, 
calling for the recognition of conscientious ob- 
jection to military service as a basic human 
right. Arlo Tatum, General Secretary of the 
War Resister's International, here from England 
on a lecture tour, is to lead the demonstration. 

Sentence as a criminal, imprisonment, and 
separation from the supporting influences of 
like-minded people must inits total effect con- 
stitute for the CO the supreme test of his alle- 
giance to the principle he has chosen to follow. 
Those whofrom a distance admire the courage 
of such men, even though they may not share 
exactly the same views, seldom have an oppor - 
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Youth Ends Protest ; 
ROTC Policy Will Be Studied 


Frederick L. Moore, Jr., who began a 
seven-day fast on October 19 in protest against 
compulsory ROTC at the University of Cali- 
fornia at Berkeley, ended the fast 59 hours 
later. Before he broke the fast, the elder 
Moore, an Air Force colonel came from Denver, 
Colorado, to speak with him, They agreed that 
the fast had gotten the desired response, and 
that it was not fair to be more ofa burden to the 
University. 

Moore, a freshman at the University, refus- 
ed to register for the compulsory Reserve 
Officers Training Corps classes and asked for 
exemption as a conscientious objector. The 
University thus far has not granted such exemp- 
tions. After ending the fast, Moore and his 
father arranged with the Dean for an honorable 
dismissal, which would permit him to return to 
the Berkeley campus shouldhe later wish todo 
80. 

The fast again sharply raised the issue of 
compulsory ROTC training at the University of 
California. In the two days during which he 
parked himself on the steps of Sproul Hall, 
Moore got more than 1,000 signatures, some 
of them from ROTC members, petitioning that 
training be put ona voluntary basis. The strike 
also gained the backing of the 15,000 member 
Associated Students of the University of Cali- 
fornia, 

One report states that compulsory military 
training has been maintained at the University 
of California since 1868. In December 1956, a 
referendum among the students showed male 
students opposing 2 to 1 the compulsory policy. 
Results of the referendum were passed on to the 
Board of Regents, the policy determining body 
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Recent Court Cases Involving CO's 


BOYD v. U. S., 269 F2d 607, decided Aug- 
ust 3, 1959, by 9th Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Hayden C. Covington, and Thomas H. Ludlow, 
Jr., and Birnbaum & Hemmerling of Los 
Angeles were defense counsel. Richard Boyd 
filed his Form 150 on January 17, 1958, and was 
asked if he was a Pioneer Preacher for Jeho- 
vah's Witnesses. He said he was not, and 
thereafter he was denied the conscientious ob- 
jector classification, There were two questions 
raised: (1) Where a registrant asks for and 
files Form 150 after Notice of Induction, is the 
local board required to reopen the classification. 
The Appeal Court held that Regulation 1621,11 
requires the local board to furnish Form 150 if 
requested after Induction Notice, but that the 
classification need not be reopened if it finds 
the facts insufficient to warrant reopening. The 
Court refused to follow the CRAWFORD and 
UNDERWOOD cases that hold that conscientious 
objection isa "circumstance beyond the control 
of the registrant," stating strongly that "there 
must be some end to the time when registrants 
can raise and re-raise any alleged right to re- 
view. Any other conclusion would result in 
chaos."' The Court stated that its decision also 
rested partly on waiver or estoppel inasmuch 
as the registrant was declared a delinquent be- 
cause he moved without leaving a forwarding 
address, and because he allegedly told the U. S. 
Attorney that he would agree to induction rather 
than be prosecuted, 

GONZALES vy. U. S., 269 F2d 613, decided 
July 27, 1959, by the 10th Circuit Court of 
Appeals. Defense counsel were H. C. Coving- 
ton, and W, H. Erickson of Denver, The Court 
of Appeals refused to acquit Raymond Gonzales, 
Jr., in effect on the ground that because Gon- 
zales quit pioneering (preaching), he was not 
entitled to the I1-Oclassificationhe sought. The 








assumed that the Appeal Board will pay any 
attention to illegal or erroneous dataina regis- 
trant's file. 

The facts are these: Gonzales registered. 
He started pioneering on October 1, 1952, and 
sought a ministerial classification on the ground 
that he was devoting about 150 hours a month to 
his church work, The local board instead gave 
him I-O classification. On April 16, 1953, he 
quit pioneering and on June 30, 1953, he was 
classified I-A. He had a personal appearance 
and the local board denied his I-O because "the 
believed in force to the extent that he would de- 
fend his person, his church and his home by 
killing, if necessary. 

Upon appeal, Justice Department Hearing 
Officer Mazzula recommended against I-O, 
stating that Gonzales was a "sincere member 
of Jehovah's Witnesses and a believer in its 
tenets, but the teaching of this sect and the be- 
liefs expressed by this registrantdo not estab- 
lish to the satisfaction of this hearing officer 
that the registrant is opposed to war in any 
form," The Justice Department agreed and so 
recommended, and the Appeal Board followed 
the Justice Department recommendation of I-A, 
Gonzales refused to report for inductionin June 
1956, but ultimately his case was ordered re- 
opened, The local board again gave I-A, and 
upon appeal Hearing Officer Maurice Eversen 
recommended FA-O but the Justice Department 
recommended I-A, because Gonzales was de- 
voting only 20 to 25 hours a month to church 
work as of August 17, 1956, and did not notify 
his local board of this reduced church activity. 
The Appeal Board followed the Justice Depart- 
ment recommendation and prosecution followed 

An entry in the file, dated August 17, 1956, 
stated that Gonzales claimed still to be working 
150 hours as a minister, but Gonzales denied 
this in answer to the FBI resume, and defense 
counsel pointed out that the entry was an exact 
duplicate of the original entry of November 22, 
1952. It is also significant to note that in June 
1953, the local board had changed him fromI-O 
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difficult to understand what preaching has to do 
with the right to a I-O classification. 


Prisoners for Peace, Contd. 


tunity to express their esteem for the indi- 
viduals who personally sacrifice so that the 
concepts of freedom and liberty might be 
broadened. Often limits on incoming mail 
hinder such communication. At Christmas, 
however, others may share the greetings of 
the season in a limited way. Last year two 
Italians on the WRI list each received over 
1,000 Christmas greetings from all over the 
world, 

Prisoners for Peace Day has been the day 
on which many people send Christmas greet- 
ings to those imprisoned for conscience' sake, 
Because of limited space it is not possible to 
list all of the names released by the War 
Resister's International; however, some statis- 
tics from the list may be of interest, Outside 
the United States, 78 individual prisoners are 
listed with one in Switzerland, two in Great 
Britian, and seventy-five in France. In addi- 
tion, men are imprisoned in Belgium, Denmark, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, and Sweden, 
but the number of prisoners in each is not 
given. None of these figures include Jehovah's 
Witnesses, who also are frequently convicted 
for refusing to cooperate with conscription. 

In the United States the following conscien- 
tious objectors are in prison for draft law 
violation: 

Joe S. Bonntrager, Federal Correctional 
Institution, Milan, Michigan. 

John Decker and Charles Edgar Garrison, 
Federal Prison, Springfield, Missouri. 

William Alex Kariakin, Federal Correction - 
al Institution, Terminal Island, Los Angeles, 
California. 

Richard Glenn Keene, Federal Prison Camp, 
Tucson, Arizona. 

Jacob Weaver Nolt, Federal Prison, Allen- 
town, Pennsylvania. 

Mark Irving Tamarkin, Federal Correction- 
al Institution, Tallahassee, Florida. 

Seven other pacifists are currently in prison, 
although not for draft law violations. At the 
Omaha missile base these persons took part in 
"civil disobedience", re-entering the base 
after being warned not to return, In Federal 
Prisons are the following: Don Fortenberry at 
Seagoville, Texas; Arthur Harvey and Ammon 
Hennacy at Sandstone, Minnesota; Ed Lazar at 
Danbury, Connecticut; Bradford Lyttle at 


Springfield, Missouri; Karl Meyer at Allentown, 
Pennsylvania; and Marjorie Swan at Alderson, 
West Virginia. 

For those who wish to send cards there is a 
caution, Cards should show the sender's name 


and address, but personal messages may not 
be included. 


ROTC, Contd. 


of the University, for action. Although the 
matter was apparently under study, no new 
policy statement resulted, 

Recently, in a meeting after Moore's fast, 
the Board of Regents authorized President Clark 
Kerr to continue a study of the University's 
military training program, A faculty committee 
from Berkeley and UCLA will recommend a 
military training curriculum to replace the 
present one, Checks are also being made 
with the Department of Defense for their re- 
actions. In addition, President Kerr has con- 
tacted other institutions where ROTC programs 
have been modified in recent years, 

Moore's fast and the issue of compulsory 
ROTC caught the imagination of many editors 
across the country. Fully 90 different news- 
paper accounts were brought to our attention. 
Most of the treatment was in an objective fashion, 

Some newspapers played up the contrast be- 
tween father and son, "Like Father Like Son 
Doesn't Apply Here,"' "Colonel's Son a 'Con - 
chie,'" and "Colonel's Son Declares War on 
Compulsory ROTC" were some of the headlines 
used by various papers, 

Several papers used the incident as the basis 
for an editorial. In Winston-Salem, the "Twin 
City Sentinel" in an editorial said: "No student 
at any tax-supported institution should be re- 
quired totake military training if such training 
is contrary to his beliefs." They held as 
"essential" both military preparedness and the 
honoring of the principles of conscientious 
objectors. 

As the San Francisco "Chronicle" clearly 
stated, the issue is not a matter of the right of 
the University to continue compulsory military 
training, this has legally been established. 
The real issue is the wisdom of continuing 
compulsion. The paper favors a voluntary 
ROTC, Reportedly, the Governor of Galifornia 
also has come out against continuing the pre- 
sent policy. 

With the report of the faculty committe to 
the Board of Regents next spring, anew state- 
ment of University policy is to be expected. 





News Briefs 


Patrick Nash, a young Quaker, has refused 
to participate in ROTC, required of all male 
students at Central High School, Nashville, 
Tennessee, The State Board of Education re- 
quires physical education, available only in the 
form of ROTC at Central High. The Board 
has declined to make an exception for Nash, 
Although he will not be able to graduate from 
Central High unless he completes the required 
physical education course, Nash continues his 
studies there. He may be forced totransfer to 
one of three other high schools on the outskirts 
of Nashville where ROTC is not offered, 

* * * 

Paul R. Glynn, Waco, Texas, was recently 
honorably discharged from the Naval Reserve 
because of his conscientious objection to mili- 
tary duty, according to the Central Committee 
for Conscientious Objectors. He had served 
four years in the U. S. Navy and had four years 
reserve duty remaining when he was discharged. 
Glynn became aCO when he joined the Davidian 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, which opposes 
both combatant and noncombatant duty. 

* * * 

Rudolph Hess, Jr., has rejecteda draft call 
by the West German army. The 21-year-old 
Hess is the son of the man who was Hitler's 
righthand man until he flew to England in 1941 
and was captured, He does not want to serve 
“the people who sentenced my father to jail" 
nor commit"precisely the crime for which my 
father was sentenced at the Nuremburg war 
crimes trials. "' 

* * * 

Gottfried Keck, 22, of Hallstadt, Bavaria, 

who said he could not shoot anybody's father, 


has been excused as a conscientious objector 
by the West German army. Almost two years 
he has argued his case, A Bavarian adminis- 
trative court ruled in his favor after a draft 
board and an appeals board turned him down, 

His grandfather had been killed in World 
WarlI, and his father and an uncle lost their 
lives in World War Il. He found the loss of his 
father so painful that he claimed he could never 
inflict a similar suffering on others. 

* * * 

Robert Boland Brooks, 50, of Seattle, in 
October asked the Washington State Supreme 
Court to reverse the decision by the Board of 
Governors of the State Bar Association todeny 
his application to take the bar exam. His re- 
fusal as a CO to report to a civilian public 
service camp in 1943, for which he served 22 
months of a three-year sentence, involved 
moral turpitude, they said, and was "unjusti- 
fiably defiant of the laws of the United States,"' 

Brooks practiced law from 1934 to 1943 in 
New York, He was executive secretary of the 
Washington chapter of the American Civil 
Liberties Union for several years. In March 
1958 he resigned to seek admission to the bar. 

* * * 

Young menof draft age who choose to serve 
constructively in underdeveloped countries 
should be exempt from military service, labor 
leader Victor Reuther told a 12-state Methodist 
Conference on October 29 in Buck Hill Falls, 
Pa. Those who can serve as specialists in 
industry, agriculture, education, or health and 
welfare work, Reuther stressed, should be 
given the opportunity to "provide valuable 
assistance and promote goodwill" in backward 
lands. He urged church leaders to influence 
government to make this alternative possible. 
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